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Since 1907

Members:

 Trade fair organizers

 Industry associations representing 

exhibitors and visitors

The German Trade Fair Association
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Relevance of Trade Fairs
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INDISPENSABLE

… of exhibiting companies do not want to miss out on 
trade fairs in the future...
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Source: AUMA Exhibitor Outlook 2025/2026. Survey in October/November 2024, n=400 companies.
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EFFECTIVE

… of their marketing budgets, exhibiting companies spent 
an average of their marketing budget on trade fairs...

Source: AUMA Exhibitor Outlook 2025/2026. Survey in October/November 2024, n=400 companies.



 Doing business and boosting sales

 Reach new target groups and cooperation 
partners 

 Build trust, strengthen customer relationships

 Networking

 Get feedback on products

 Discover industry trends

 Recruiting

Why German trade fairs?
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The Added Value of Trade Fair Visits
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TOTAL VISITORS

 13.1 business contacts 

 5.1 avoided trips 

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

 17.8 business contacts 

 7.9 avoided trips 

NATIONAL VISITORS

 10.8 business contacts 

 3.8 avoided trips 

AIR TRAVELERS

 17.6 business contacts 

 7.7 avoided trips 

Source: AUMA, visitor survey at nine selected trade fairs, January-April 2024, n=2,912. The survey was conducted using standardized questionnaires through personal interviews (CAPI).
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AVOIDED
TRIPS

5.1
 avoided trips per day
and trade fair visitor
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Source: AUMA, visitor survey at nine selected trade fairs, January-April 2024, n=2,912. The survey was conducted using standardized questionnaires through personal interviews (CAPI).

Conclusions
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Trade fairs should 
further strengthen and 
communicate their 
role as an efficient 
international platform 
for personal business 
contacts. Proof 
of avoided travel is an 
argument for the 
sustainability potential 
of trade fair visits.

International visitors 
especially benefit 
from visits to German 
trade fairs, 
as this group makes a 
particularly large 
number of contacts 
and thus avoids 
additional travelling.

Informal networking 
opportunities for business 
initiation should be 
encouraged, as these 
contacts are the least 
digitally replaceable.

Digital enhancements 
complement trade fair 
visits and can thus 
further increase the 
reach of trade fairs.

Support and promotion 
of climate-friendly travel 
and sustainable 
accommodation options 
should be increased in 
order to meet the 
ecological requirements 
of visitors and 
companies.

International visitors 
especially benefit 
from visits to 
German trade fairs, 
as this group makes a 
particularly large 
number of contacts 
and thus avoids 
additional travelling.



The German Trade Fair Market
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Quelle: AUMA Messedatenbank
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Germany is the 
world‘s number

1
trade fair location.

Germany hosts

2/3
of the world‘s leading 

trade fairs.

Germany offers
 around  

70
exhibition centers.



310 Trade Fairs

170 International Trade Fairs

1,107 Trade Fair Days

2025: Trade fair year with extra length
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Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025
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Stand Space: 7,100,000 sqm +7%

Visitors: 11,700,000 +9%

Exhibitors: 205,000 +10%

Recap: Trade Fairs in Germany 2024 compared to 2023 in %

Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025



Exhibitors
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100,000
Number of International Exhibitors in 2024

…exhibitors from abroad exhibited at trade fairs in Germany in 2024.
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Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025 (17 February 2025)

(PRELIMINARY FIGURE!)
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International Exhibitors at Trade Fairs in Germany in 2024

13.0 % Europe (Non-EU)
42.3 % European Union

34.3 % Asia

5.1 % North America

1.8 % Africa
1.6 % Latin America
1.3 % Middle East
0.5 % Australia and Oceania

100,000
total

Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025 (17 February 2025)

(PRELIMINARY FIGURE!)
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Top 5 Exhibiting Countries at Trade Fairs in Germany 2022 - 2024

Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025 (17 February 2025)

(PRELIMINARY FIGURE FOR 2024!)



Visitors
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2,500,000
Visitors from Abroad in 2023

…visitors from abroad came to trade fairs in Germany in 2023.
We expect comparable figures for 2024.
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Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025
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19.0 % Europe (Non-EU)
55.0 % European Union

11.3 % Asia

International Visitors at Trade Fairs in Germany in 2023

4.0 % North America

2.3 % Africa

1.0 % Australia and Oceania

2.5 m
total

4.0 % Latin America

3.4 % Middle East

Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025
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The Most Important Visitor Countries in 2023
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Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025



Venues
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Trade Fairs in Germany
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Wächtersbach
●

Villingen-Schwenningen
● 

● Saarbrücken

● Rostock

Münster
●

● Magdeburg

Kempten 
●

Dresden ●

Chemnitz ●

● Bad Salzuflen 

● Wiesbaden

● Stuttgart

● Offenbach

Nürnberg ●

● München

● Leipzig

● Köln

● Karlsruhe

● Idar-Oberstein

● Husum

Hannover●

● Hamburg

● Freiburg

Frankfurt
● 

Essen
●  

Erfurt ●

Düsseldorf
●

● Dortmund

Bremen ●

Berlin ●

Augsburg ●

 A dense network of regional, trade visitor 

and public fairs 

 87% SMEs

 Four out of ten of the world’s largest 

exhibition grounds
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Foto: Von Ballon-sz.de - http://www.ballon-sz.de, CC BY-SA 2.0 de, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6085087

Exhibition Capacities Gross in m2

Location Halls

Hanover 392,453

Frankfurt am Main 392,415

Cologne 285,000

Düsseldorf 262,727

Munich 200,000

Berlin ExpoCentre City with CityCube 190,000

Nuremberg 180,000

Stuttgart 119,800

Leipzig 111,300

Essen 110,000

Friedrichshafen 87,500

Hamburg 86,465

Source: AUMA Trade Fair Data Base 2025



AUMA Trade Fair Database
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AUMA
Association of the German Trade Fair Industry

www.auma.de 
J.HOLTMEIER@AUMA.DE          S.BAUERMEISTER@AUMA.DE

Visit us at auma.de!
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