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AlapiBaloupe, TTPOG evnUEPWOTN 0ag, UNKO €k TnG AvTiTpoowTreiog Tng E.E otnv
MTTavyKOK, OXETIKA PE TNV e€v BEuati aAlhayr/TTpooBrkn otnv diadikacia adelodoTAoEWS
TNG EI0QYWYNG OIVIKWV TTPOIOVTWY oTnV TaiAdvon.

H aAAayn, ev 1oxU atmd 14 ZemreuPpiou T1.€, agopd oTnv atmmaitoUuevn TTAEOV UTTOBOAN
MoTtoTtroinTikou AvaAuong AAkooAng (Certificate of Analysis-CoA, eTTi Tn Bdoel SoKIPNG Twv
TTPOG £€aywyr GAKOOAOUXWYV TTOTWYV £VAVTI TWV OPiWV OUCIWYV TTou opiovTal oTa TTPOTUTIA
TNG TAIAAVOIKNAG VOUO0BETiag) yia Tnv €kdoon AdeIag eI0aywyng aAKoOANG oTn Xwpa.
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Na TTepaItépw  TTANPOPOPIEG OXETIKA HE TNV €v BEpart aAAayr], UTTOPEITE VA
ETTIKOIVWVNOETE PE TO [pa@eio Oikovoulkwy Kal Eptropikwy YTro8éoswv MTTavykok.

Mpog dIEUKOAUVON 0dg, TTAPABETOUNE OTOIXEIO ETTIKOIVWVIOG :
Mpageio OEY M1ravykok

AieuBuvouoa Npageiou : Nikn Zte@avidou, Npaupatéag OEY A’
TnA: 0066 2 667 0090-92

Fax: 0066 2 667 0093

Email: ecocom-bangkok@mfa.gr

O AieuBuvtng

Avtwviog Katetmodng
Zuv: 6 nA. apxeia pdf 2UuBoulog OEY A’
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MINAKAZ ANMOAEKTQN

KENTPIKH ENQ>H EMNIMEAHTHPIQON EAAAAOZ (KEEE)

keeuhcci@otenet.gr

EMIMOPIKO KAI BIOMHXANIKO EMIMEAHTHPIO AOGHNQN

info@acci.gr, excom@acci.gr

EMIMOPIKO KAI BIOMHXANIKO EMIMEAHTHPIO
OEXZANONIKHZ

root@ebeth.gr

EMMOPIKO KAl BIOMHXANIKO EMIMEAHTHPIO MEIPAIQZ

NANEAAHNIOZ YNAEXMOZ EZAIQreQN (MzE)

eve cci.gr

pse@otenet.qr

ZYNAEZMOZ EZAIMQIreQN (ZEBE)

info@seve.qr

2YNAEZMOZ EZAIFQIrEQN KPHTHZ

info@crete-exporters.com

info@sev.orq.gr

2ZYNAEZMOZ EMIXEIPHZEQN & BIOMHXANIQN (ZEB) ir@sev.org.gr
ZYNAEZMOZ BIOMHXANION EAANAAOZ (2BE) info@sbbe.qgr

EONIKH AIEMAITEAMATIKH OPFANQZH AMMEAOY &
OINOY (EAOAO)

info@newwinesofgreece.com

KENTPIKH ZYNETAIPIZTIKH ENQZH AMIMEAOOINIKQN
MPOIONTQON

keosoe@otenet.qr

ZYNAEZMOZ EAAHNIKQN AMNOZTAIMATQON &
ANKOOAQYXQN MOTAQN (ZEAOIM)

info@seaop.gr

2ZYNAEZMOZ EAAHNIKOY OINOY (2EQ)

seo@wine.orq.gr
info@greekwinefederation.gr

ENQZH EMIXEIPHZEQN AAKOOAOYXQN MNOTON

efrainein@efrainein.qr

OINOI BOPEIOY EANAAAZ (OBE)- ENQ2H
OINOTMAPATIQIQN tou AMIMEAQNA 1ng BOPEIOY
EANAAAZ- ENOABE AE (ENOABE).

info@wineroads.qr

NANEAAHNIA ENQZH NTYXIOYXQN OINOAOFQN
(MANEMO)

panepo@panepo.qr

ZYNAEZMOZ MIKPQN OINOTMOIQON EAANAAOZ (2.M.O.E.)

inof@smoe.com.qr
smoellados@gmail.com

ENQZH OINOMAPATQIrQN TOY AMNEAQNA THE ATTIKHE
(EN.O.AA)

info@enoaa.qgr

ENQZH AMOEAOYPIFQN OINOMOIQN NHZQN AIFAIOY
(EN.O.AN.A)

info@inambelos.qr

ENQZH OINOMAPAIQIrQON AMMNEAQNA KPHTHZ

info@winesofcrete.gr

ENQZH OINOMAPAIQrQN AMMEAQNA NMEAOMNONNHZOY
(EN.O.A.M.)

info@enoap.org
manolis@enoap.org

ENQZH OINOMAPAIQIrON AMMNEAQNA KENTPIKHZ
EANAAAL (EN.O.AK.E.))

info@enoake.qr

AAIABAOMHTO
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% % EUROPEAN UNION
j’ *; DELEGATION TO THAILAND
¥

e Trade & Economic Section

Bangkok, 4 March 2019

Mr. Pachara Anantasilp
Director General

The Excise Department

1488 Nakorn Chai Si Road,
Dusit District, Bangkok 10300

Subject: New alcoholic beverage standards and import licensing requirements

Dear Director General,

Please allow me to convey to you my congratulations for your appointment as Director
General of the Excise Department. The Economic and Trade Section of the Delegation of
the European Union to Thailand has followed with interest the developments in the excise
taxation issues and we appreciate the long standing good cooperation with your
Department.

I would like to call your attention to the introduction of mandatory testing of alcoholic
beverages against the standards of the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) as a
requirement for granting import licenses for Wines and Spirits under the Ministerial
Regulation concerning the importation of alcoholic beverages. While fully supporting the
objective of the measure to protect the health of consumers, we are concerned that the
TISI standards may unduly exclude from marketing in Thailand certain European
alcoholic beverages that are certified safe for sales worldwide. The reason is that the
relevant TISI standards foresee limits for certain substances and testing methodologies
that appear tordeviate from relevant international standards and practices. This concern has
already been expressed in my letters dated 5 and 18 February 2018 to your predecessor,
Director General Krisda Chinavicharana, and in subsequent meetings.

The EU takes note of the recent steps taken by the Excise Department in finding a solution
to the issue. We welcome the initiative of the Excise Department to establish a new set of
testing standards for alcoholic beverages. We understand that the intra-agency
consultations hosted by the Excise Department for developing a new set of rules have
been concluded and that the Excise Department is preparing an amendment to the
Ministerial Regulation concerning the importation of alcoholic beverages as well as a new
Notification of the Excise Department establishing new alcoholic beverage standards. We
appreciate that the Excise Department spares no cffort towards the objective of passing

Athenee Tower, 10th Floor, 63 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330 - Thailand
Telephone: +66 (Q) 2 3052600 Fax: +66 (0) 2 2559113 — Website; http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/thailand




these legal instruments by 14 March 2019, which is the end of the grace period which the
Excise Department had kindly granted to importers on 11 September 2018 and that gave
more flexibility in the submission of alcohol samples for testing or certificates of analysis.

However, given the implications of the new standards to be enacted on imported products,
the EU would like to invite Thailand to notify the new draft measures to the WTO in a
manner that allows reasonable time before its entry into force for other WTO Members to
comment as prescribed in the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. In
addition, we look forward to a comprehensive public consultation on the new set of
standards that includes the EU stakeholders in Thailand, who would be amongst the |
parties most affected by new measures. In order to allow for sufficient time for the
notification and the public consultation and to ensure that importers are granted the ,
necessary flexibility to adjust to the new procedures in the submission of alcohol samples .
or certificates of analysis without a disruption of trade flows, the EU would kindly request
an extension of the grace period beyond 14 March 2019.

[ can assure you that the EU remains available to work with your Department on the
review of the Thai standards, including through discussions at expert level on the
regulated substances and the methods of analysis, in order to address any potential
differences between the standards of the Excise Department and internationally accepted

practices.

Yours sincerely,

5 —

Philipp Dupuis
Minister Counsellor
Head of the Economic and Trade Section

CC.

Excise Department
Mr. Nutthakorn Utensute - Director of Bureau of Tax Planning

Department of Trade Negotiations
Mrs. Auramon Supthaweethum - Director General

Athenee Tower, 10th Floor, 63 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330 - Thailand
Telephone: +66 (0) 2 3052600 Fax: +66 (0) 2 2559113 — Website: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/thailand
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18 June 2019

(19-4153) Page: 1/2

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade Original: English

NOTIFICATION

The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

1. Notifying Member: THAILAND

If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): -

2. Agency responsible:

The Excise Department

1488 Nakornchaisri Road, Dusit
Bangkok Thailand 10300
Ministry of Finance

Telephone: (+662) 241 5600
Fax: (+662) 241 3218

E-mail: itax@excise.go.th

Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website
addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments
regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:

3. Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [X], 5.6.2[ 1,5.7.1 [ 1, other [ I:

4, Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff
heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Alcohol
Beverages (ICS: 67.160.10) (HS 2203, 2204, 2205, 2206, 2207, 2208)

5. Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Ministerial
Regulation entitled Liquor Importation Permission (No.2) B.E. 2562 (2019) amending the
Ministerial Regulation entitled Liquor Importation Permission B.E. 2560.
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2562/A/073/T 0001.PDF (1 page(s), in
English; 2 page(s), in Thai)

6. Description of content: Ministerial Regulation entitled Liquor Importation Permission
(No.2) B.E. 2562 is intended to provide procedures and conditions for Liquor Importation
into the Kingdom of Thailand, it is specified as follows:

Clause 1 The provisions of Clause 5 (2) of the Ministerial Regulations entitled Liquor
Importation Permission B.E. 2560 shall be replaced by the following:

"(2) Submit samples of liquors to be imported to the Director General for quality
examination and analysis prior to submitting the application for the Liquor Importation
License or submit the certificate of analysis (CoA) to ensure that the liquors meet the
requirement announced by the Director General. Such certificate shall be issued by the
agency which the Director General designated as the Quality Examination Agency, the
foreign government agency or other agencies certified by the foreign government.

It should be noted that the enclosed full text in English version is unofficial translation. In
case of a discrepancy, the Thai original shall prevail.



mailto:itax@excise.go.th
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2562/A/073/T_0001.PDF
http://www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/PDF/2562/A/073/T_0001.PDF
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7. Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where

applicable: To protect consumer health and safety
8. Relevant documents:

e The Excise Act B.E. 2560 (2017)

9. Proposed date of adoption: -

Proposed date of entry into force: 5 June 2019
10. Final date for comments: -
11. Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax

numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body:

National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS)
Division of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards Policy

50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

Thailand

Tel: (+662) 561 4204

Fax: (+662) 561 4034

Email: spsthailand@gmail.com

Website: http://www.acfs.go.th

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19 3487 00 x.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19 3487 00 _e.pdf



mailto:spsthailand@gmail.com
http://www.acfs.go.th/
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19_3487_00_x.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19_3487_00_e.pdf

(Unofficial Translation)

Ministerial Regulation
Liquor Importation Permission (No. 2)

B.E. 2562 (2019)

By virtue of the provisions of Section 5 Paragraph 1 and Section 154
Paragraph 2 of the Excise Act, B.E. 2560 (2017), the Minister of Finance issued the Ministerial
Regulation, as follows:

Clause 1 The provisions of (2) of Clause 5 of the Ministerial Regulations Liquor
Importation Permission B.E. 2560 (2017) shall be replaced by the following:

“(2) Submit samples of liquors to be imported to the Director General for
quality examination and analysis prior to file an application for permission or submit the
certificate of analysis to examine whether they are qualified in accordance with the Excise
standards as to be announced by the Director General, provided that the certificate shall be
issued by the agencies as set out by the Director General to be the liquor quality
examination and analysis agencies or the agencies of foreign governments or the agencies as
acknowledged by foreign governments to have the duty to control the liquor production of
the liquor producers in foreign countries.”

Clause 2 The Ministerial Regulation shall come into force as from the day

following the date of its publication in the Government Gazette.

Given on the 7" Day of May B.E. 2562 (2019)
Apisak Tantivorawong

Minister of Finance

DISCLAIMER: This English version is a translation of the original in Thai for information purposes

only. In case of a discrepancy, the Thai original will prevail.
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(19-4152) Page: 1/2

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade Original: English

NOTIFICATION

The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

1. Notifying Member: THAILAND

If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): -

2. Agency responsible:

The Excise Department

1488 Nakornchaisri Road, Dusit
Bangkok Thailand 10300
Ministry of Finance

Telephone: (+662) 241 5600
Fax: (+662) 241 3218

E-mail: itax@excise.go.th

Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website
addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments
regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:

3. Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [X], 5.6.2[ 1,5.7.1 [ 1, other [ I:

4, Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff
heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Alcohol
Beverages (ICS: 67.160.10) (HS 2203, 2204, 2205, 2206, 2207, 2208)

5. Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Notification of
the Excise Department prescribing Quality Standard for Imported Liquor (5 page(s), in
English; 7 page(s), in Thai)

6. Description of content: By virtue of the provision of Section 154 (2) of the Excise Act,
B.E.2560 (2017), with the provisions of Clause 5 (2) and Clause 8 (4) of the Ministerial
Regulation entitled Liquor Importation Permission B.E. 2560 (2017) as amended by
Ministerial Regulation Liquor Importation Permission(No. 2) B.E. 2562 (2019), the
Director General of the Excise Department issues this Notification to provide the
prescription of the quality standard and the test methods for imported liquor including
beer, wine and sparkling wine made from grapes, fermented liquor, and distilled liquor.

7. Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where
applicable: To protect consumer health and safety.; Protection of human health or safety

8. Relevant documents:
e The Excise Act B.E. 2560 (2017)

9. Proposed date of adoption: -

Proposed date of entry into force: 5 June 2019



mailto:itax@excise.go.th
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10.

Final date for comments: -

11.

Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax
numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body:

National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS)
Division of Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards Policy

50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900

Thailand.

Tel: (+662) 561 4204

Fax: (+662) 561 4034

Email: spsthailand@gmail.com

Website: http://www.acfs.go.th

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19 3488 00 x.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2019/TBT/THA/19 3488 00 e.pdf
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(Unofficial Translation)

Notification of the Excise Department

Prescribing Quality Standard for Imported Liquor

By virtue of the provision of Section 154 Paragraph two of the Excise Act, B.E.
2560 (2017), with the provisions of Clause 5 (2) and Clause 8 (4) of the Ministerial Regulation
Liquor Importation Permission B.E. 2560 (2017) as amended by Ministerial Regulation Liquor
Importation Permission (No. 2) B.E. 2562 (2019), the Director General of the Excise Department

issues this Notification has prescribed the quality standard for imported liquor as follows:

Clause 1. Liquors to be imported into the Kingdom shall have the quality
standard in accordance with quality standard description attached to this Notification,
except ethanol and distilled liquors with the alcoholic content higher than 80 percent shall
have the quality standard in accordance with the industrial product standards as to be

announced by the Industrial Product Standards law.

Clause 2. Liquors which had been submitted to the Excise Department for
quality analysis and notified the test results that the liquors are qualified in accordance with
the industrial product standards or had received the certificate of analysis that are qualified
with the industrial product standards before the day of coming into force of this Notification
shall use the test results or the certificate of analysis for a period of not more than 3 years
from the effective date of this Notification, except beer shall use the test results or the
certificate of analysis for a period of not more than 60 days from the effective date of this

Notification.

Clause 3. Liquors to be imported into the Kingdom which are in between the
process of analysis or has filed the application for permission in accordance with the
Ministerial Regulation Liquor Importation Permission B.E. 2560 (2017) given on the 12" day of
September B.E. 2560 (2017), when receive the liquor importation permission will get the
time extend the submission of samples of liquors for analysis within 30 days from the day
the liquors are imported into the Kingdom according to the Notification of the Excise

Department Extension of the Implementation Period to be in compliance with the Excise



Tax Act B.E. 2560 (2017) (No. 6) given on the 22" day of April B.E. 2562 (2019) in accordance
with the industrial product standards.

Liquors under paragraph one shall use the test results for a period of not
more than 3 years from the effective date of this Notification, except beer shall use the test

results for a period of not more than 60 days from the effective date of this Notification.

Clause 4. The Notification shall be effective on the announcement date of

this Notification.

Announced on the 5" day of June B.E. 2562 (2019)
Patchara Anuntasilpa

Director General of the Excise Department

DISCLAIMER: This English version is a translation of the original in Thai for information

purposes only. In case of a discrepancy, the Thai original will prevail.



Standard of Analysis for Beer

Beer shall have the standard of alcohol by volume, chemical attributes, food
additives and contaminants which are specified below, by using the test method of
Association of Official Analytical Chemists (AOAC) or the equivalent test method.

1. Alcohol by volume shall be as specified on the label which the tolerance
shall be +1 degree (percent by volume) by using the test method of AOAC 26.1.09 or the
equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall use the test method of
AOAC as a method to judge.

2. Chemical attributes shall be as specified in the table below and using the
test method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method,
shall use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Methyl alcohol 50 ppm AOAC 26.1.36
2 Ethyl carbamate 50 ppb AOAC 28.1.48

3. Food additives shall be as specified in the table below and using the test
method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall
use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method

1 Sulfur dioxide 30 ppm AOAC 27.1.39

4. Contaminants shall be as specified in the table below and using the test
method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall
use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Arsenic 0.1 ppm AOAC 9.1.01
2 Lead 0.2 ppm AOAC 9.2.19
3 Copper 1.5 ppm AOAC 28.1.23
4 Ferrous 1.5 ppm AOAC 28.1.24




Standard of Analysis for Wine and Sparkling Wine made from Grapes,

and Fermented Liquor

Wine and Sparkling Wine made from Grapes, and Fermented Liquor shall
have the standard of alcohol by volume, chemical attributes, food additives and
contaminants which are specified below, by using the test method of Association of Official
Analytical Chemists (AOAC) and American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) or the
equivalent test method.

1. Alcohol by volume shall be as specified on the label which the tolerance
shall be +1 degree (percent by volume) by using the test method of AOAC 26.1.09 or the

equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall use the test method of

AOAC as a method to judge.

2. Chemical attributes shall be as specified in the table below and using the

test method of AOAC and ASTM or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test

method, shall use the test method of AOAC and ASTM as a method to judse.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Aldehyde (Acetaldehyde) 160 ppm AOAC 26.1.24
2 Methyl alcohol 420 ppm AOAC 26.1.36
3 Ethyl carbamate 200 ppb AOAC 28.1.48

3. Food additives shall be as specified in the table below and using the test

method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall

use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Sulfur dioxide 400 ppm AOAC 27.1.39
2 Benzoic acid or salt of benzoic acid 250 ppm AOAC 37.1.62A
3 Sorbic acid or salt of sorbic acid 200 ppm AOAC 28.2.02

4. Contaminants shall be as specified in the table below and using the test

method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall

use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Arsenic 0.1 ppm AOAC 9.1.01
2 Lead 0.2 ppm AOAC 9.2.19
3 Ferrocyanide Not found ASTM D 4374




Standard of Analysis for Distilled Liquor

Distilled liquor shall have the standard of alcohol by volume, chemical
attributes, food additives and contaminants which are specified below, by using the test
method of Association of Official Analytical Chemists (AOAC) or the equivalent test method.

1. Alcohol by volume shall be as specified on the label which the tolerance
shall be +1 degree (percent by volume) by using the test method of AOAC 26.1.09 or the
equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall use the test method of
AOAC as a method to judge.

2. Chemical attributes shall be as specified in the table below and using the
test method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method,
shall use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Fusel oil 5,500 ppm AOAC 26.1.28
2 Furfural 50 ppm AOAC 26.1.32
3 Aldehyde (Acetaldehyde) AOAC 26.1.24
3.1 not exceed 40 degree 160 ppm
3.2 exceed 40 degree 220 ppm
a4 Methyl alcohol 1,000 ppm AOAC 26.1.36
5 Ethyl carbamate 400 ppb AOAC 28.1.48

Remark: Aldehyde (Acetaldehyde) examination criteria will be considered from %abv stated on product label.

3. Food additives shall be as specified in the table below and using the test
method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall
use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method
1 Benzoic acid or salt of benzoic acid 200 ppm AOAC 37.1.62A
2 Sorbic acid or salt of sorbic acid 200 ppm AOAC 28.2.02

4. Contaminants shall be as specified in the table below and using the test
method of AOAC or the equivalent test method. In case of dispute the test method, shall
use the test method of AOAC as a method to judge.

ltem Substances Not exceed Test Method

1 Arsenic 0.1 ppm AOAC 9.1.01

2 | Lead 0.2 ppm AOAC 9.2.19
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